There’s no
place like home

In the heart of opulent central London
is a house inspired by its owner’s
minimalist fashion designs. It is a rare
fusion of luxury and austerity.
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An unbroken line of doors conceal the home’s utilities.
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Cabinetry is the thing in this house. If there is one element found in luxurious excess

it is storage space, which comes in the form of floor-to-ceiling built-in wardrobes and
cupboards. In some rooms they range the full length of a wall. There are six double
wardrobes in the master bedroom and 10 drawers in the master bathroom.

The piece de resistance is the open plan kitchen and dining room, where |4
doors hide apparently unsightly utilities, like the oven and washing machine, or
lead to small rooms, like a laundry, utility room and maid'’s room. All 14 identical
doors are ranged in an unbroken line along one side of the kitchen/dining room
into the corridor leading to it. Only the experience of opening and closing them
on a regular basis would ensure you knew what lay behind, but for a novice,
behind each door lurks a surprise. As with all other cabinetry in the house,
these doors sink into the background and appear much like a wall. They do not
have doorknobs, just a discreet groove in which to slip your fingers, so they run
flush with each other and the wall.

To complement the opaque in this house, hiding ugly parts behind doors, is
a bold transparent dimension — revealing parts considered beautiful. Examples
include the glass roof in the master bedroom's shower cubical on the top floor
which allows the user to see the sky to be seen as water pours over the user.

Also, the lower set of stairs leading from ground floor to basement can be
seen from two floors above, through a floor-to-ceiling window in an alcove of
the master bedroom. The staircase’s simple form is an impressive sight, so too
the other staircase which rises two levels from the ground floor as a single flight.
The master bedroom alcove’s window also allows light pouring in through a
window behind it to filter down to the entrance hall below.
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Left to right: minimal stairway; kitchen surfaces are free of all clutter.

The key transparent detail is found in the basement where the kitchen/dining
room is located. Visible through full-width French windows from the kitchen/
dining room and the corridor leading to it is a Japanese-style garden that lies
at the bottom of a light-well. It consists of a rock, a circle of small green plants
growing around its base and pebbles, lots of pebbles.

Psychologists tell us that it is better to give a children a box to play with than
the toy it might contain if we want them to develop their imagination. So it
goes with adults. The fashion designer, whose work is all about allowing the
imagination to run free, wants his house and garden simple, so his mind can
wander without being influenced by the results of other peoples creativity,
such as floral displays, sculptures and paintings, or distracted by clutter, like old
newspapers lying on sofas and books sitting on coffee tables.

Torimaru likes to look at his garden and contemplate. Just as a box might become
a house or a piglet in a child’s mind, so the rock and its pebbles can become different
things to the fashion designer. He likes to watch the light flicker on the white walls of
his garden, to see how it subtly changes colour and how shade grows and retreats.

“It is inspired by Japanese stone gardens, very much in that spirit, with its
pebbles and rocks,” he says. “By looking at it your imagination can run free, so in
some kinds of lighting you can imagine you are looking at a lake. For me it is a very
peaceful thing to look at. Also, it is very solid, very safe, an indestructible garden.”

Torimaru’s days of looking at the rock are numbered. He is selling the
three-bedroom house to spend more time at his equally spartan Cannes
residence, although he will keep a small place in London. The Dhs40 million
house is on sale through Belgravia estate agent Aryton Wylie. @
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